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HONEY REGULATIONS



Aims and 
Objectives

To provide advice and 
information relating to 
the regulation 
of honey



The Honey 
(Scotland) Regulations 
2015

"Regulate the use of the 
names of several types of 
honey and  prescribe 
compositional criteria with 
which honey products 
must comply when placed 
on the market as honey, 
and when used as  honey 
in a product intended for 
human consumption."



You can only label your honey 
accurately as one of the following

baker’s honey

blossom honey

chunk honey

comb honey

cut comb in honey

comb honey

drained honey

extracted honey

filtered honey

nectar honey

pressed honey

A person must not use the name “honey” in trade as 
the name of a product if the product is not honey.



Water content

Honey (except heather honey) should not 

have a water content greater than 20%.  

Heather honey water content should not be 

greater than 23% 

Picture LJohnston



Country of Origin
• Honey must be labelled with the country in which harvested. e.g., ‘Produce of

Scotland' 

• Where the honey is a blend of honeys harvested from more than one country, 

as an alternative to listing the various countries of origin one of the following 

statements may be used as appropriate:

  'Blend of EU honeys', 'Blend of non-EU honeys', 'Blend of EU and non-

EU honeys’.

• If reference is made to a regional, territorial, or topographical origin the honey

must come from that country, county, or place e.g. Dumfriesshire honey.



Composition of honey
1. The honey consists essentially of different sugars, fructose and 
glucose as well as other substances such as organic acids, 
enzymes and solid particles derived from honey collection.
2. The colour varies from nearly colourless to dark brown.
3. The consistency can be fluid, viscous or partly or entirely 
crystallised.
4. The flavour and aroma vary but are derived from the plant 
origin.
5. No food ingredient has been added, including any food 
additive.
6. No other additions have been made to the honey except for 
other honey.
7. It must, as far as possible, be free from organic or inorganic 
matters foreign to its composition.



Food Standards Scotland are responsible for:
 Regulation and legislation
 Labelling and composition

Report any concerns with compliance, food fraud or 
residues to : 
• Scottish Food Crime Hotline (0800 028 7926), in partnership 

with Crimestoppers. The hotline is free and anonymous.
• online webform.
• If you would prefer to speak with a Food Crime team member 

in confidence, you can email foodcrime@fss.scot.

Honey Regulations

tel:0800%20028%207926
http://forms.theiline.co.uk/ScottishFoodCrimeHotline
http://forms.theiline.co.uk/ScottishFoodCrimeHotline
mailto:foodcrime@fss.scot


Honey must not—
(a)have any foreign tastes or odours;
(b)have begun to ferment;
(c)have an artificially changed acidity;
(d)have been heated in such a way 
that the natural enzymes have been 
either destroyed or significantly 
inactivated.
The legislation also states:
"pressed honey means honey 
obtained by pressing broodless 
combs with or without the application 
of moderate heat not exceeding 45 
degrees Celcius.
It is reccommended not to heat 
honey above this as it may increase 
Diastase activity and 
hydroxymethylfurfural content (HMF 
levels)



The Royal Environmental Health 
Institute of Scotland (REHIS)

Many retailers and markets look for vendors to have a 
food health certificate.
REHIS is an awarding body in Scotland for qualifications 
in food hygiene, food and health, HACCP, control of 
infection, occupational health and first aid.

The website below will take you to advice on how to find 
courses and get qualified in the area's mentioned above.
Training Courses and Qualifications - REHIS

https://rehis.com/community-training/
https://rehis.com/community-training/
https://rehis.com/community-training/


VMD Medicine Records

You are required by law to keep medicine records for 
at least 5 years. You may be asked to present them 
on request by an inspector.

If you have a honey sample taken you will be asked 
for your records.

You can find an example from BeeBase here:
Fact_28_Veterinary_Medicine_Administration_Recor

d.pdf

https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/assets/PDFs/3_Resources_for_beekeepers/Fact_Sheets/Fact_28_Veterinary_Medicine_Administration_Record.pdf
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/assets/PDFs/3_Resources_for_beekeepers/Fact_Sheets/Fact_28_Veterinary_Medicine_Administration_Record.pdf
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/assets/PDFs/3_Resources_for_beekeepers/Fact_Sheets/Fact_28_Veterinary_Medicine_Administration_Record.pdf


Hazard Analysis and Critical Control 
Point (HACCP)

If you sell honey in a shop or have a small business it is recommended 
you have a HACCP.
The weblink below will give advice on how to manage the food hygiene 
and safety procedures in your food business. 

Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) | Food 
Standards Agency
It is important to have food safety management procedure that are 
appropriate for the size and scale of your business

https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/hazard-analysis-and-critical-control-point-haccp
https://www.food.gov.uk/business-guidance/hazard-analysis-and-critical-control-point-haccp


Weights and Measures Inspections

It is possible you may get a visit from weights and 
measures to check the weight of the honey in the Jar is 
consistent with the label.
You can find more guidance here:
Weights and Measures Act 1985

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1985/72/contents/scotland


Third party insurance

Organisations such as the Scottish Beekeepers Association and the 
Bee Farmers Association, as well as independent insurers offer third 
party insurance cover.
Most retailers and markets require evidence of this in order to sell your 
honey
You should read your policy carefully to see what it does and does not 
cover.
Insurance & Compensation - Scottish Beekeepers Association - Our 
purpose is to support honey bees and beekeepers in Scotland.

Membership Eligibility and Benefit - Bee Farmers Association

https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/sba-services/insurance-compensation/
https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/sba-services/insurance-compensation/
https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/sba-services/insurance-compensation/
https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/sba-services/insurance-compensation/
https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/sba-services/insurance-compensation/
https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/sba-services/insurance-compensation/
https://beefarmers.co.uk/the-bee-farmers-association/membership-eligibility-and-benefits
https://beefarmers.co.uk/the-bee-farmers-association/membership-eligibility-and-benefits
https://beefarmers.co.uk/the-bee-farmers-association/membership-eligibility-and-benefits


Resources available: 
Scottish Government

Contact:  Bees_Mailbox@gov.scot

Scottish Honey Bee Health Legislation

The Honey (Scotland) Regulations 2015 

Food Standards Scotland 

mailto:Bees_Mailbox@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/honey-bee-health-guidance/pages/legislation/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/honey-bee-health-guidance/pages/legislation/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/honey-bee-health-guidance/pages/legislation/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2015/208/made/data.pdf
https://www.foodstandards.gov.scot/


BeeBase – Information for Scottish Beekeepers

Live AFB Report » APHA - National Bee Unit – BeeBase  

Live EFB Report » APHA - National Bee Unit - BeeBase

BeeBase

https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/information-for-beekeepers-in-scotland/
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/information-for-beekeepers-in-scotland/
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/information-for-beekeepers-in-scotland/
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/information-for-beekeepers-in-scotland/
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-afb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-afb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-afb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-afb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-afb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-afb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-efb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-efb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-efb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-efb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-efb-report
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/reports-charts-and-maps/disease-incidence/live-efb-report


Resources Available – Others

Scottish Beekeepers Association

Bee Farmers Association

https://scottishbeekeepers.org.uk/
https://beefarmers.co.uk/
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