
Amendments to Scrapie 
Monitoring Scheme



Questions
Please add your questions in writing in the 
meeting chat when we reach the Q&A 
portion of the call.  



Key changes

➢EU committee SCopAFF voted for 
amendment to scrapie requirements for 
movements of sheep and goats from GB to 
NI.



What this means

➢You can move breeding and production sheep 
from GB to NI if: 
o You have applied for qualified status under the Scrapie 

Monitoring Scheme (SMS) before 1 January 2022 

o Actively engaged with the SMS and meet other requirements for 
export to NI and in the relevant EHC e.g. B. ovis for entire males 
and MV accreditation or pre-export testing)

o If you have full SMS status already 

o If you have ARR/ARR Genotype exemption. 

➢Further information on requirements of SMS sms-rules-conditions.pdf 
(sruc.ac.uk)
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https://www.sruc.ac.uk/media/krvgdwfq/sms-rules-conditions.pdf


MAS

• Costs related to scrapie testing and certification have been 
covered by MAS since 1st July

• At the same time costs related to SMS were ruled out as 
coming into scope of MAS due to the benefits being wider 
than GB-NI trade

• Costs related to SQS are under review as to whether they can 
be covered by MAS

Text in footer 5



Scrapie

Scrapie is an infectious wasting disease affecting the nervous system of 
adult sheep

It has been a notifiable disease in the UK since 1993 and is one of the 
TSEs.

The causal agent is resistant to normal disinfection procedures and the 
disease has a long incubation period.

There is no cure, no vaccine, the condition is fatal

Genetic resistance/susceptibility but it is an infectious disease



Scrapie Monitoring Scheme

Meets requirements for importing sheep/goats into EU countries

Currently also applies to movements from GB to Northern Ireland

Allows movement of non-ARR/ARR animals

• Annual flock inspection by OV

• Biosecurity rules

• Brains from all adult fallen stock should be screened for 
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs)

Controlled Risk status after three years and Negligible Risk status after 
seven years. 



Scrapie Qualifying Status

Scrapie Qualifying status is a new temporary status within the Great Britain 

Scrapie Monitored Scheme (SMS).

Demonstrates that flocks have joined SMS and are following all the rules –

NOT SMS lite

Animals from flocks with Scrapie Qualifying status are eligible for 

movement to Northern Ireland under a limited derogation within the 

relevant EU Regulations.

After the three-year period, flocks that have continued to comply with the 

scheme rules may progress to standard SMS Monitored (Controlled Risk) 

status.

Details on SRUC website – Scrapie Monitoring for export



Biosecurity

Farm boundaries must be adequate to prevent flocks and herds from 
straying onto or off the monitored holdings and to prevent nose to nose 
contact between animals on other holdings.

Scrapie Monitored - Monitored flocks and herds must not be kept on 
the parts of holding(s) previously occupied by Non-monitored animals 
for three years (for a Controlled Risk flock or herd) or seven years 
(for a Negligible Risk flock or herd) from when the Non-monitored 
animals were removed.

Scrapie Qualifying - Qualifying flocks and herds must not be kept on 
the parts of holding(s) previously occupied by non-SM or SQ animals 
since the start of the qualifying period



Temporary locations 

Qualifying status animals (other than ARR/ARR certified sheep) can 
only move to the following locations without losing their status:

• a Scrapie Qualifying or Monitored holding (the Monitored holding 
would drop to Qualifying status)

• a holding which has had no non-Qualifying/Monitored animals 
present since the start of the Qualifying period (any Monitored 
animals would drop to Qualifying status). See the Temporary 
Location form linked to from the web page.

• a show, sale or AI centre which complies with Defra requirements 
(details to follow)

• a qualified UK veterinary surgeon’s business premises



Added animals

• SMS

• SQS

• Certified ARR/ARR

• When your flock or herd is next inspected by an OV you 
will be required to provide documentary evidence (such 
as a copy of a certificate of SMS membership from the 
previous owner or a certificate of ARR/ARR genotype) for 
animals moved onto your holding





Application for SQS

To obtain Scrapie Qualifying status, flock owners/keepers must apply to 
join the SMS on or before 31 December 2021 and undertake to comply 
with SMS rules for the next three years after which they will progress to 
SMS (Controlled Risk) status. 

The application form should be completed by owner/keeper and Official 
Veterinarian (OV) and returned to SRUC by email or post (details on the 
form).









On 01/01/2023 and 01/01/2024 Qualifying flocks become due to submit 
an annual inspection form for the previous calendar year signed by both 
OV and owner declaring OV inspection, TSE testing and adherence to 
biosecurity and other rules, plus a list of added animals with proof of 
status of holdings of origin or compliant genotype certificates of 
ARR/ARR status. They are given two months to do this i.e. status 
lapses on 1st March.

After 01/01/25 Qualifying status flocks that have complied with the 
process to that point may submit a Registration form for standard 
Scrapie Monitored Controlled Risk status.

Qualifying status no longer exists after 01/03/2025.
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